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REPLYTOATTN: JoshBright
U.S.lwIy Corpsof Engineers
167NorthMainStreet,Room8-202
Memphis,Tennessee38103-1894
Telephone: (901)544-0731
Fax: (901)544-0211
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PUBLICNOTICENO:
MVM.2004-232(JKB)

PUBLICNOTICEDATE:

September13,2004

EXPIRATIONDATE:

October13,2004

JointPublicNotice
CorpsofEngineers

and
StateofArkansas

AUTHORITY: Pursuantto 33CFR325,as publishedin theFederalRegisterdatedNovember13,1986,thisnoticeannouncesanapplication
submittedforaDepartmentofthelwIypermitunderSection404oftheCleanWaterAct.

APPLICANT: FredLigon,Jr
WillowlakeClubInc.
POBox517
Marvell,Arkansas72366
(870)338-1338

LOCATION:Theprojectis locatedin Sections20and21,Township4S,Range1E,in PhillipsCounty,Arkansas,at approximatelatitude34.3381and
longitude-91.0171ontheIndianBaySEAR7.5minutequadranglemap(seeattachedmaps).

PURPOSE:ThepurposesofthisprojectaretoincreasewetlandacresandwildlifehabitatonthenorthernboundaryofWillowLakebyincreasingthesize
ofthereservoirboundary.

DESCRIPTIONOFWORK: Theapplicantproposesto redredgea canalandbuilda leveesplittingonelargereservoirintotwosmallerreservoirs.
Approximately18,000cubicyardsofmaterialwillberemovedfromthebottomofthecanalandwillbeusedtobuildthelevee.Theleveewillhavea length
of approximately3,800feet,witha bottomwidthof 30feet,topwidthof 10feet,anda heightof 6 feet. Constructionof theleveewouldrequirefilling
approximately2-3acresofwetlandsand/oropenwater.Theapplicantintendsto lowerthewaterlevelinthenewlycreatedlowerreservoirtocreatemore
wetlandhabitat.Thenewlycreatedupperreservoirwouldalsobemanagedto increasewetlandhabitat.Theupperreservoirwouldbeapproximately
40-45acresinsizewhiletheloweronewouldbeapproximately450acres.Currentlythelakecontainsprimarilyswampprivet(forestieraacuminata)within
the shallowwaterareas. Alsoscatteredwithinthe lakearebaldcypress(taxodiumdistichum).Theupperedgeof the reservoircontainsa small
(approximatelyfiveacres),seasonallyflooded,woodedwetlandthatisdominatedbyblackwillow(salixnigra),easterncottonwood(populusdeltoides),
sugar-berry(celtislaevigata),andswampprivet.It isnotanticipatedthatthisareawouldbesignificantlyaffectedbytheproposedproject.Anyadditional
seasonalfloodingwouldinundatecropland.Thewaterlevelsintheentirereservoirarecurrentlycontrolledbyaflap-gatepipethatcanbealteredwithoutthe
needfora Section404permit.WatercontrolstructuresinthenewleveewouldbeinstalledtoNaturalResourcesConservationServicespecifications.The
constructionofthenewleveerequiresaSection404permit.

Theapplicantisproposingseveralpotentialmitigationsitestoaccountforwetlandlossescausedbythelevee(seeattachedmaps).Themitigationsitewill
beplantedinbottomlandhardwoodtreesandwillbemonitoredforatleastfiveyearstoensuresuccess.Basedontheinformationobtainedfromthispublic
notice,adecisionwillbemadeonwhichmitigationsiteorsiteswillbethebestfortheapplicant.

WATERQUALITYCERTIFICATION:Bycopyof thispublicnotice,theapplicantisrequestingwaterqualitycertificationfromtheArkansasDepartmentof
EnvironmentalQualitythattheactivitywillcomplywithapplicablerequirementssetforthin33U.S.C.and1341(a)(1)oftheCleanWaterActandallState
lawsandregulationspromulgatedpursuantthereto.Commentersarerequestedtoalsofurnisha copyof theircommentsto theArkansasDepartmentof
EnvironmentalQuality,StatePermitsBranch,WaterDivision,8001NationalDrive,LittleRock,Arkansas72219-8913.TheDepartmentwillconsiderall
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relativecommentsin thedecisiontograntordenywaterqualitycertificationfortheproposedactivity.Thiscertificationor evidenceof thiswaterquality
certificationorwaiveroftherighttocertifymustbesubmittedpriortotheissuanceofaCorpsofEngineerspermitTheCorpsofEngineers'evaluationofthe
impactoftheactivityonthepublicinterestwillincludeapplicationoftheguidelinespromulgatedbytheAdministrator,EPA,underauthorityofSection404(b)
oftheCleanWaterAct.

ENDANGEREDSPECIES: Noendangeredorthreatenedspecies,ortheircriticalhabitat,areknowntoexistintheprojectarea.Thisapplicationisbeing
coordinatedwiththeU.S.FishandWildlifeService.Anycommentstheymayhaveregardingendangeredorthreatenedwildlifeor plants,or theircritical
habitat,willbeconsideredinourevaluationofthedescribedwork.

CULTURALRESOURCES:TheMemphisDistrictwillevaluateinformationprovidedbytheStateHistoricPreservationOfficerandthepublicinresponse
tothispublicnoticeandwemayconduct,orrequireareconnaissancesurveyoftheprojectarea.

FLOODPLAIN: In accordancewith44CFRPart60(FloodPlainManagementandUse),participatingcommunitiesarerequiredto reviewallproposed
developmenttodetermineifafloodplaindevelopmentpermitisrequired.Floodplainadministratorsshouldreviewtheproposedpublicnoticeandappraise
thisofficeofanyfloodplaindevelopmentpermitrequirements.

PUBLICINTERESTREVIEW: Thepurposeofthispublicnoticeistoadviseallinterestedpartiesoftheactivitiesforwhichapermitissoughtandtosolicit
commentsandinformationnecessarytoevaluatetheprobableimpactonthepublicinterest

Thedecisionwhetherto issuea permitwillbebasedonanevaluationof theprobableimpactincludingcumulativeimpactsof theactivityon thepublic
interestThatdecisionwillreflectthenationalconcemforbothprotectionandutilizationof importantresources.Thebenefitswhichreasonablymaybe
expectedtoaccruefromtheprojectmustbebalancedagainstitsreasonablyforeseeabledetriments.Allfactorswhichmayberelevanttotheprojectwillbe
considered,includingthecumulativeeffectsthereof;amongthoseareconservation,economics,aesthetics,generalenvironmentalconcems,wetlands
historicproperties,fishandwildlifevalues,floodhazards,floodplainvalues,landuse,navigation,shorelineerosionandaccretion,recreation,watersupply
andconservation,waterquality,energyneeds,safety,foodandfiberproduction,mineralneeds,considerationsofpropertyownership,andingeneral,the
needsandwelfareofthepeople.

TheCorpsofEngineersissolicitingcommentsfromthepublic;Federal,state,andlocalagenciesandofficials;IndianTribes;andotherinterestedpartiesin
ordertoconsiderandevaluatetheimpactsof thisproposedactivity.AnycommentsreceivedwillbeconsideredbytheCorpsof Engineerstodetermine
whethertoissue,modify,conditionordenyapermitforthisproposal.Tomakethisdecision,commentsareusedtoassessimpactsonendangeredspecies,
historicproperties,waterquality,generalenvironmentaleffects,andtheotherpublicinterestfactorslistedabove.Commentsareusedinthepreparationof
anEnvironmentalAssessmentand/oranEnvironmentalImpactStatementpursuanttotheNationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct Commentsarealsousedto
determinetheneedforapublichearingandtodeterminetheoverallpublicinterestoftheproposedactivity.

PUBLICHEARING:Anypersonmayrequest,inwriting,withinthecommentperiodspecifiedinthisnoticethata publichearingbeheldtoconsiderthis
application.Requestsfora publichearingshallstate,withparticularity,thereasonforholdinga publichearing.TheDistrictEngineerwilldetermineif the
issuesraisedaresubstantialandwhetherahearingisneededformakingadecision.

COMMENTSORREQUESTFORADDITIONALINFORMATION:Ifyouwishtoobtainadditionalinformationor tosubmitcommentsontheapplication,
pleasecontactTimDavis(901-544-0734)or JoshBright(901-544-0731)at theU.S.ArmyCorpsof Engineers,167NorthMainStreet,RoomB.202,
Memphis,Tennessee38103-1894.TheCorpsmayprovidecopiesofallcomments,includingthenamesandaddressofcommenters,totheapplicantfor
considerationandresponsepriortoadecision.

CommentsshouldbereceivedbyOctober13,2004.

d}~
LarryD.Watson
Chief,RegulatoryBranch

Attachments
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QUADRANGLE LOCATIOi'<

File: MVM-2004-232Gb)
Applicant: Fred Ligon Jr/Willow Lake Club Inc.

M Location:Sections20 & 21, T4S, R1E
Indian Bay SE AR Quad, Philips Co., AR

INDIAN BAY SE, ARK.
SE/4 INDIANBAY15' QUADRANGLE
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MVM 2004-232

Willow Lake Club Inc. Mr. Fred Ligon

Build a levee through wetlands using excavated material from clean out of existing ditch.
Indian Bay SE AR Quad, Zone 15, Sections 20 & 21, T 4S, RIB
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